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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 00612 311430Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /019W 

311535Z 123285/53 

R 311351Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7193 
USDOC WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 0612 

USDOC FOR BIC/CAGNE FOR TENNEY AND RYAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP BTRA KU 

SUBJECT: EXPORT DEVELOPMENT OF WOOD PRODUCTS: HEARIN VISIT 
REF: JIDDA 0709 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . JOSEPH HEARIN OF HERIN FOREST INDUSTRIES, PORTLAND, 

OREGON, SPENT APPROXIMATELY A DAY AND A HALF IN KUWAIT WITH 
APPOINTMENTS WITH THREE OF THE MAJOR BUILDING MATERIAL 
IMPORTERS AND WOOD PRODUCTS USERS AS PART OF A VOLUNTARY 
FACT-FINDING MISSION FOR THE PROPOSED NATIONAL FOREST 
PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION IOGA TRADE MISSION AND TO PROMOTE 

HIS OWN PRODUCT LINE. 

2. HEARIN'S CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE KUWAITI MARKET FOR US 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 00612 311430Z 

WOOD PRODUCTS CORRESPOND TO HIS PERCEPTIONS OF THE SAUDI 
MARKET (JIDDA 0709). ROUGH TIMBER AND SAWN LUMBER 
ARE AREAS WHERE AMERICAN FIRMS CANNOT POSSIBLY MATCH THE 
LOW PRICES OF THE PRESENT EUROPEAN AND FAR EASTERN SUPPLIERS. 

KUWAIT DEMAND FOR SPECIALTIY WOOD PRODUCTS, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE RESULTING FROM NEW TECHNOLIGIES (E.G. PLYWOOD PANELING, 

FIBERBOARD, WOOD MOLDINGS, MILLWORK PRODUCTS, TREATED LUMBER 
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AND SIDINGS) PRESENT MARKETS THAT ARE PENETRABLE BY 
AMERICAN FIRMS. 

3. EMBASSY CONCURS WITH JIDDA'S COMMENT THAT INDIVIDUAL 
COMPANY VISITS FROM FIRMS PRODUCING SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 
REPRESENTING NEW OR IMPROVED FOREST PRODUCTS WILL HAVE 
BETTER RESULTS THAN FULL-FLEDGED IOGA. APRIL SCHEDULING 
REGARDED FEASIBLE, EITHER FOR IOGA OR PRIVATE FIRM VISITS. 

4. FOLLOWING IS STRICTLY NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR SHARING 
WITH NFPA AND SHOULD BE TREATED AS BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL. 
IN TWO OF HIS THREE APPOINTMENTS IN PROMOTING HIS OWN 
COMPANY, MR. HEARING WAS REQUESTED TO SUPPLY QUOTATIONS 
ON A NUMBER OF HIS PRODUCTS, PRIMARILY PANELING AND WOOD 
MOLDING. HEARIN EXPECTED GOOD SALES TO FOLLOW. A PERSONAL 
VISIT WITH SAMPLES AND PRICE SHEET IN HAND PROVED TO BE 
HEARIN S BEST MARKETING TOOL FOR KUWAIT. 

MAESTRONE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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